Calling your Senator / Representative:

Tell the person who answers the phone that you are a constituent of Senator / Representative __________ and would like to talk to his/her Congressional aide who works on issues related to Housing.
I am calling today to ask that (Representative or Senator _____) to support common-sense statutory corrections in the LIHTC program, which will allow single parents to pursue an education without fear of losing their housing and will allow working adults to complete the requirements for a high school education.

As you know, current law prohibits households made up entirely of full-time students from living in LIHTC apartments.  Only four narrow exceptions exist for families who are:

· Receiving Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF);

· Enrolled in a federal, state or local job training program; 

· Single parents and their children, provided that such parents and children are not claimed as dependents of another individual; or

· Married full time students who file a joint return.

While well-intentioned, the occupancy prohibitions for full time student households have become an obstacle for low-income families trying to make a better life for themselves. Often, child support agreements allow non-custodial parents to claim their children as dependents on tax returns.  Because children in grades K-12 count toward the determination of whether family is a full-time student household, many custodial single parents who returned to school full-time become ineligible for LIHTC housing.  Working adults trying to complete the requirements for a high school education have also been adversely affected.

Education enables low-income families to expand economic opportunities which will allow them to own a home or rent a market-rate apartment.  Last Congress, legislation was introduced to make minor changes that would have corrected several unintended consequences of the original program such as disqualifying single parents who have returned to school full-time with school-aged children from LIHTC eligibility.  Therefore, we are respectively requesting that you: 

Support S. 1241 with language to include sections from S. 3941 from the 109th Congress which will:
· Specify that minor children in grades K-12 should not count toward the determination of who is a full time student household;

· Strike the requirement that a single parent and their children must not have been claimed as dependents of another individual to qualify for the single parent with children exemption; and 

· Add a new exemption for working adults who are full-time students pursing a high school diploma or GED.

· Include the language of S. 3941 in any joint housing bill intended to make the LIHTC program work better with other programs.

Thank the aid for his or her time and provide contact information for the person receiving the call. Be sure to request a response from the Senator or Representative.

